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The world of haute couture is a place where only a privileged few can ever hope to reside, right?

Wrong. Fashion historian Claire B. Shaeffer opened the door to this exclusive realm in her

authoritative guide to the techniques that define couture sewing. And now, the industry bible, 

Couture Sewing Techniques, has been revised and updated throughout â€• with new photos and a

chapter on specialty fabrics. No one can unravel couture garment construction the way Shaeffer

can, from the art of hand sewing to mastering edge finishes, from classic closures to shaping a

garment for a perfect fit. Readers learn all the basics â€• and more importantly: how to apply the

techniques â€• on skirts and sleeves, pockets and jackets, evening gowns, and more. Gorgeous

photos, clear illustrations, and concise language combine to make this the most complete

couture-sewing course available.
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1. Better layout:The layout is so much better! Text is set in different colors to differentiate the

content, tips, pull-out boxes, blurbs. This dramatically improves the book navigation!2. More

Content:over thirty more pages of content added as a result of the author's recent research.3. More

images:Claire added more images to illustrate instructions, and they are invaluable!4. Improved

instructions:Clearly marked step-by-step instructions for all processes of couture construction. If you

own the previous edition, you know how the instructions were presented in run-on paragraphs

making it difficult to use the book as a quick reference.5. More how-to illustrations:6. Claire's



Hints:Excellent short tips, mostly absent in the previous edition.7. contemporary couture techniques

from the worksrooms of Ralph Rucci and James Galanos8. techniques by Mainbocher and Charles

Frederick Worth: Shaeffer says in her acknowledgements that she worked on a research project

that focused on Mainbocher and Worth. She seems to have added some of the new techniques as

a result of this research9. New chapter "Designing with Fabric": Shaeffer introduced this chapter to

demonstrate "a variety of design ideas and specific techniques to inspire you to use fabrics more

creatively". A master of observation, Claire describes techniques used in haute couture garments by

Antonio Canovas del Castilo, Hubert de Givenchy, Chanel, Worth, Hanae Mori, I. Magnin,

Balenciaga, Victor Edelstein, These techniques are not necessarily obvious, but so easy to learn

and to apply in your own garments.
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